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RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. AGR, EDB, FIN
Requires the Department of Agriculture to conduct a feasibility study
on the establishment of ag-tech zones within the City and County of
Honolulu. Appropriates funds for conducting the feasibility study.

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM
ADMINISTRATION.
Restructures the Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii
Invasive Species Authority, administratively attached to the
Department of Agriculture, to coordinate implementation of the
Hawaii Interagency Biosecurity Plan and to improve coordination of
the State’s invasive species prevention, early detection, rapid response,
control, enforcement, and outreach programs. Appropriates funds to
implement the Authority and relevant interagency invasive species
projects. Effective 7/1/20 18.

RELATING TO THE IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LAND
QUALIFIED AGRICULTURAL COST TAX CREDIT.
Extending through the 2028 tax year, the time that the Department of
Agriculture may certif~’ important agricultural lands qualified
agricultural costs.

RELATING TO COFFEE BERRY BORER.
Extending through the June 30, 2022, the exemption from chapter 76,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, of the pesticide subsidy program manager
position in order to provide assistance to local coffee farmers for
pesticide costs incurred through the final year of the program.
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HB 2497 RELATING TO THE HAWAII FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM. AGR, EDN, FIN
Status Establishes a farm to school grant pilot program within the Hawaii

department of agriculture to provide grants to schools, early care and
education centers, nonprofits, soil and water conservation districts, and
food producers participating in the Hawaii farm to school program.
Requires the Hawaii farm to school coordinator to submit a report to
the legislature. Makes appropriations for continuance of the Hawaii
farm to school program and coordinator position.

DECISION MAKING TO FOLLOW

Persons wishing to offer comments should submit testimony at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. Testimony should
indicate:

• Testifier’s name with position/title and organization;
• The Committee(s) to which the comments are directed;
• The date and time of the hearing; and
• Measure number.

While every effort will be made to incorporate all testimony received, materials received on the day of the hearing or
improperly identified or directed, may be distributed to the Committee after the hearing.

Submit testimony in ONE of the following ways:
PAPER: Five (5) copies (including an original) to Room 324 in the State Capitol;
FAX: For testimony less than 5 pages in length, transmit to 808-586-6779 (Oahu) or 1 -800-535-3859 (for Neighbor

Islander without a computer to submit testimony through e-mail or the Web); or
WEB: For testimony less than 10MB in size, transmit from http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/submittestimony.aspx.

Testimony submitted will be placed on the legislative website. This public posting of testimony on the website should be
considered when including personal information in your testimony.

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids and/or services to participate in the House public hearing process (i.e., sign
or foreign language interpreter or wheelchair accessibility), please contact the Committee Clerk at 586-9605 or email your
request for an interpreter to Houselnterpreter(~iiCapitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing for arrangements.
Prompt requests submitted help to ensure the availability of qualified individuals and appropriate accommodations.
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